Valencia,
Publishing a children’s book can be tough in today’s competitive market.
Because most such books require four-color illustrations, they are also the most expensive to print—in fact most publishers have this done overseas to keep it as economical as possible.
You might think it’s easier to write children’s books because they’re shorter than adult titles. Well, they might not take quite as long to write, but they’re no easier.
You must limit your word count and your vocabulary without appearing to condescend, and you must engage both the adults who buy such books as well as the kids clamoring to hear or read them.
No simple task, but it CAN be done.
Still interested and wondering where to start? What you need to know:
1. Types of children’s books
1. Picture 
2. Early Readers
3. Chapter 
4. Middle Grade 
2. Your readers
Understand kids of the age you’re writing to—no guessing.
You also need to know what their parents are looking for.
Read dozens of books in your genre to understand the market.
3. Your concept
Kids have great imaginations, so let yours soar.
Inspire readers. Embrace silliness. Be outlandish.
Imagine them gasping, giggling, even squealing.
Focus on universal themes both parents and kids will love, including family, friendship, bravery, open-mindedness, and kindness.
4. How to create memorable characters
The best stories feature an unforgettable character with an extraordinary arc.
Such characters aren’t perfect, but the most memorable ones develop skills, strength, and wisdom that change them and let them achieve their goals.
5. The importance of rewriting
Take the time to heavily edit your manuscript until it’s ready for an agent’s or publisher’s eyes.
6. Why you need a strong title
The title is ultimately the publisher’s responsibility, but you need the best one you can think of to get their attention in the first place.
7. How to get helpful feedback
If you can get someone in the publishing business to take a peek, great, but otherwise look for typical buyers with kids of your target reader age.
8. Your best chance to get published
Find an agent who specializes in this genre.
Agents receive thousands of queries and proposals every year, so landing one can be tough. But the time and effort can pay off if you impress one.
Start with a query letter.
Reserve self-publishing as a last resort, because a four-color children’s book can be a VERY expensive proposition. 
So exhaust your efforts to traditionally publish—where they pay you and take ALL the financial risk, not the other way around.
9. Illustrations 
Explain what kind of art you want by providing samples in the form of stick figures. Publishers hire their own illustrators.
If you’re a professional artist, include samples with your manuscript. Publishers love discovering writer/illustrators.
Good luck!
Jerry

